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wants to associate with a democratic
Europe, that they be allowed to
strengthen themselves. We cannot have
a timidness on behalf of Europe, so
busy worrying about their pocketbook
that they will stamp on their prin-
ciples. Some European countries are
now wavering about sanctions. I would
suggest to them that they are dan-
gerously providing an opportunity for
Russia to continue its aggressive and
illegal acts.

You must have principles. You must
provide the strength to sanction. One
can travel through the years of history
in the 20th century and be reminded of
those who get one step of aggression
and watch as they march across Eu-
rope. I am very glad that there will be
no meeting of G8 in Sochi, and I would
ask that we continue to isolate Russia.
Russia violates the human rights of its
own people. It does not even recognize
the LGBT community, and they are
persecuted. What more do we have to
hear from Russia and its head of gov-
ernment to not know that they must
suffer the consequences of their acts.

I stand with the people of Ukraine
because I believe in democracy, I be-
lieve in peace and human dignity, and
I believe America has those values that
we can ensure through the world fam-
ily that Russia understands that they
are not part of the world order of de-
mocracy and the freedom of people.

I might also add, Mr. Speaker, as a
senior member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, all of us have watched,
some with intenseness the Malaysian
aircraft. With great disappointment
and sadness, we are told, without all of
the facts, not knowing what the recent
announcements have been, that this
aircraft, this airliner may be lost. But
it opens our eyes to the crisis of airline
security and technology.

I call upon the aviation industry to
stop hiding behind costs and how much
it costs and start ensuring that our pi-
lots and our customers, our flying pub-
lic are safe. Why do we have the capac-
ity to dismantle the transponders?
Why wasn’t the emergency call already
in place that automatically signals
when an aircraft goes off its designated
destination as relates to its flight pat-
tern? Why does it have to be done
manually? The mysterious turn. Home-
land Security will be having a hearing
on the false passport.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, it is overdue
for us to pass comprehensive immigra-
tion reform, and I will continue that
discussion.

———

COERCIVE CONTRACEPTION
MANDATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
there is no shortage of issues here in
Washington, and I find it so interesting
when people come to our offices and
ask: What is going on today?
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As you will hear, whether it is talk-
ing about foreign affairs, the job issues,
the budget, the issues that are of such
concern to our constituents, there is
always something that is on the front
burner, and today is one of those days.
The Supreme Court will hear yet an-
other legal challenge to one of the
many unconstitutional aspects of
ObamaCare, and that is the HHS con-
traception mandate. Of course, this
isn’t the first time that the Affordable
Care Act, the President’s health care
law, has been pulled into the Supreme
Court, and it is probably not going to
be the last, but today the hearing is on
the contraception mandate.

No American should have to choose
between feeding their family and abid-
ing by their faith. I have to tell you,
that is what we see happening right
now. It is precisely what this coercive
contraception mandate is doing to mil-
lions of hardworking people of faith,
like the Hahns and the Greens, who
simply want to run a business and
practice their faith. These family busi-
nesses want to take care of their em-
ployees and provide them with quality
health care coverage. All they ask is to
not be forced to pay for the life-ending
contraceptives that violate their reli-
gious convictions.

Now, ObamacCare’s unreasonable
mandate has placed them in a bind:
violate the tenets of their faith or be
fined, fined by the Federal Govern-
ment, fined by ObamaCare, fined $100
per employee per day. That is what the
fine works out to be. Unbelievably, it
would be cheaper to strip their employ-
ees of health care coverage altogether
and pay a single $2,000 fine per em-
ployee per year. That is what you find
in the 20,000 pages of regulation, in the
2,700 pages of the President’s health
care law.

That is not what these family busi-
nesses want to do. They really want to
do the right thing and take care of the
hardworking men and women who are
in their employment.

If these family businesses are forced
to close or drop health care for their
employees, it will be the employees
and their families who are made to suf-
fer.

This mandate is just another flawed
part of a terribly flawed law, and
Americans are growing tired of having
to cope with it. Fifty-nine percent of
the country opposes the contraception
mandate because they know what the
Greens and the Hahns know. This is a
country founded on religious liberty,
and that freedom of conscience is a
cherished American tradition. The
American people know that and they
value that; they value that liberty and
they value that tradition.

The Obama administration has al-
ready doled out special exemptions to
100 million health care plans from this
mandate, and for every reason under
the sun except religious liberty. In
fact, the HHS mandate only explicitly
contains a religious exemption for
churches and their affiliates. The
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Obama administration even expects
hospitals and religious nonprofits to
abide by the mandate without com-
plaint, as if the very founding prin-
ciples of these organizations aren’t
outright violated by paying for life-
ending contraceptives.

Unless it is a religious institution,
the Obama administration seems to
think no organization, not even a char-
ity, is allowed to exercise the right of
conscience, unless it is granted a spe-
cial waiver from the administration, of
course. The administration: What the
government gives, the government can
delay, and the government can take
away. That is their plan.

It is my hope the Court will act to
uphold the protections inherent in the
First Amendment, respect America’s
long-held tradition to right of con-
science, and let these families operate
their businesses in accordance with
their religious beliefs and tenets.

————
END HUNGER NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year the House voted on the farm
bill conference report, legislation that
reauthorizes our Nation’s agriculture
policies as well as the preeminent
antihunger program known as SNAP. I
voted against the conference report
both as a conferee and when it came
before this House because it contained
an $8.6 billion cut to SNAP. Even
worse, it was the second major cut to
SNAP in less than 6 months.

I strongly believe in our Nation’s
antihunger programs. Unfortunately,
there are about 49 million hungry peo-
ple living in our great Nation. Tech-
nically known as food insecurity, the
truth is that these are low-income peo-
ple who don’t know where their next
meal will come from. America’s
antihunger programs, led by SNAP,
provide food to people who otherwise
would have difficulty finding it, if they
were able to find access to food at all.

For years, I have talked about how
SNAP works, and over the past year, I
have led these End Hunger Now speech-
es about how SNAP and other
antihunger programs are working to
reduce hunger in our country. That is
why these two SNAP cuts, the cut in
November 2013 and the cut in the farm
bill, were not just disappointing, but
they were actually damaging. We saw
real cuts to real people.

For example, look at Luis Marin,
who was profiled in the New York
Daily News:

Food stamp cuts have dealt a double blow
to Luis Marin and his family. Marin’s hours
have been cut from 30 to 20 hours a week at
Red Apple Deli Supermarket in uptown’s
Hamilton Heights, where his boss, Ramon
Murphy, is losing business because of the
food stamp cutbacks. And Marin, 56, his wife,
and their two little girls—who subsist on his
$8-an-hour income—also saw their food
stamps benefits drop to $397 a month in No-
vember and have had to change their eating
habits.
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